Genres: 

· Government

· Legal

· Regulatory

· Institutional

· Scientific

· Medical
· Military
Judicial Decisions – Bora Laskin Law Library (U of T)
http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/resources/primary/caselaw.htm
Things to look for:

· Words used

· Phraseology

· Grammar selected

· Style of writing and publishing (layout, etc.)

· Formula, or other pattern of language?

· Positive/Negative writing

· Use of the passive verb form

· How does the culture of the institution affect the writing? E.g., banks have a punitive culture, do we see evidence of this in their communication?

Words such as “justiciable issue” and “general rule of inalienability” and “ambit”, “remanet”, “if injury is apprehended” etc. The words used in a judicial context have specific connotations which are unique to and relevant for their context. 

Typical use of double/triple negatives, such as “I cannot accept the respondents' assertion that since thousands of such permits exist, this Court should not find them to be unauthorized because it would not be in the public interest.”

When we look at legalese, for the most part, what are we assuming?

We expect that there will be interpretation of the language. The ultimate goal is that the language be as specific and restrictive as possible, so that there is only one likely interpretation. However, in practice, language is imprecise to a degree. Therefore, in order to be precise we often have to use more language, and maybe even create new words and meanings. If a subject is not thoroughly addressed in legal language, it can result in a loophole. For example, in the Band vs Hydro case, the idea of the time period of the permit is given great attention in this decision.

http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/csc-scc/en/pub/1997/vol2/html/1997scr2_0119.html
Also see the word “usufructuary”

Some typical language in an act or regulation:

“30 A (1) When a person in need of guardianship is possessed of goods and chattels, lands and tenements or rights or credits, the Supreme Court may on petition, stating the name, age and residence of the person therein alleged to be a person in need of guardianship, setting forth generally the real and personal estate, rights and credits of and belonging to that person, so far as they are known to the petitioner and the value thereof, and verified by the affidavit of the petitioner or some other credible person or persons, order that person so alleged to be a person in need of guardianship to be examined by two competent medical men, to ascertain his state of mind and capability of managing his affairs, and the medical men shall certify their opinion thereon.” 

Note the use of the word “men”, above.
